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The "“Half-Shekel” Serves to Complete
the Missing Half of the Holy Name
The Allusion in the Words n"1 ban - "'n%7 annn"

This Shabbos kodesh, on which we recite "birkas hachodesh” for Adar Sheni, is referred
to as “"Shabbos Shekolim"—for, in maftir, we read about the mitzvah of “machatzis
hashekel” in parshas Ki Sisa. This designation signifies that in the times of the Beis
HaMikdash, the public announcement concerning the donation of the “half-shekel’s was
performed on Rosh Chodesh Adar (of the Adar immediately preceding Nissan). This is
described in the Gemorah (Shekolim 2.): "n™7pwn 7y 'v'nwn 1T TN,

The Gemorah there explains that it was necessary to do so, because the public offerings
purchased starting from Rosh Chodesh Nissan had to be purchased with the new year's
Shekolim. We will see, later on in our discussion, the words of the Bnei Yissoschor—that by
reading the Torah portion pertaining to the "machatzis hashekel," it is considered as if we
actually donated the “half-shekel” for the purchase of the public offerings. This is in
keeping with a principle derived from the possuk in Hoshea (14,3): "n*now n"o anwin"—
and let our lips substitute for bulls. Rashi explains that this possuk represents a request
on our part that HKB"H accept our sincere words of Torah and prayer in place of the bulls
that we were supposed to have sacrificed.

It is only fitting, therefore, they we explore the mitzvah of the "machatzis hashekel”
which is described as follows in parshas Ki Sisa (Shemos 30,12):
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When you will take a census of Bnei Yisroel according to their counts, every man shall give
Hashem an atonement for his soul when counting them, and there will be no plague among
them when counting them. This is what they shall give—everyone who passes among the
counted—half of the shekel, by the holy shekel, the shekel is twenty geirah, half of the
shekel as a portion to Hashem. Everyone who passes among the counted, from the age of
twenty years and up, shall give the portion of Hashem. The wealthy shall not increase and
the destitute shall not decrease from half of the shekel—to give the portions of Hashem,
to atone for your souls.
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Our Maftir Reading Corresponds to the Donation
to Hashem Used to Purchase Public Offerings

Before examining the mitzvah of the “half-shekel” in greater depth, it is worthwhile to
make an important point concerning the special maftir which we will read this Shabbos. In
the verses just cited, it states explicitly that the command to donate the “half-shekel” is
only at the time of the census: "D TipoY? "X 12 wr nx xwn ", If so, why do we recite
this passage prior to Rosh Chodesh Adar in commemoration of the announcement
concerning the Shekolim used to purchase the public offerings? A simple and
straightforward answer to this question is provided by Rashi (ibid. 15):
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...D'ITND 1YY DN DD NINN ATV MTIR9 901 (Nd

(X X 127TN1) D'TIEOn WUnin N7NNA MINKA [N XN LPYNA DZINYN [KINY [0 'T' 7V X' QX Nval
MY 7D ¥ 1y nnay [an nngy 1LY ntnn TR 7D 1201, Nea Mva Twn UTIng Thixa
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Rashi teaches us that three distinct donations are alluded to in this passage—as indicated
by the phrase “terumas Hashem,” which appears three times. One collection of “half-
shekel”s, totaling one hundred kikar, went foward making the sockets in the Sanctuary, the
Mishkan. This collection was in association with the census which took place when they
began to collect donations for the building of the Sanctuary. This is described in Shemos
38,25.

The second collection, also associated with a census, took place when the Sanctuary was
actually erected; this is described in Bamidbar 1,1. These Shekolim were used to purchase
public offerings; the poor and wealthy contributed equally; this donation represented a
form of atonement for their souls. The third donation was for the purpose of the Mishkan;
each individual gave as his heart saw fit.

According to this clarification from Rashi, we see that the Torah reading designated for
parshas Shekolim--read on the Shabbos when we recite "Birkas HaChodesh" for the month
of Adar--corresponds primarily to the third mention of the phrase “terumas Hashem”
(which represents the second donation described by Rashi): vwn' X7 7101 N2 X7 vwyn”
"D>MIYO1 7y 1937 'n nninn nx NN 7pwn nxnnn-- The wealthy shall not increase and the
destitute shall not decrease from half of the shekel—to give the portions of Hashem, to
atone for your souls. This donation corresponds to the Shekolim used fo purchase the
public offerings which served as an atonement. It is appropriate and proper, therefore,




Shvilei Pinches
Shabbos Shekolim

when this possuk is being read, to have in mind that we want it to be considered as if we
are contributing "half-shekel“s for the purchase of public offerings.

Yisroel's Shekolim Preempted Haman's Decree

In anticipation of this special Torah reading, let us examine the incredible association
between the institution to announce the mitzvah of "machatzis hashekel” on Rosh Chodesh
Adar and Yisroel's miraculous salvation from Haman's decree on Purim. This is described in
the Gemorah as follows (Megillah 13:): Tnyw ,n'21vn 2l INRY M 297 YT 172,w'% W k"
"D'7wn Y 'YMYUn TR TRRA ANT UL IMPYY [t DrTrn 09 1w Y DY ipw't pnn—
Reish Lakish said: it was clearly known to He who spoke, and the world came into being,
that Haman was destined to weigh out Shekolim for the purpose of destroying the Jews;
therefore, He caused the Jews to precede their Shekolim to his Shekolim. And thus we
learned in a Mishnah: On the first of Adar, they (the Sanhedrin) announce the obligation
to donate the Shekolim.

The Bnei Yissoschor (Adar 2,6) teaches us that the Torah reading on Shabbos Shekolim
served Yisroel as a substitute for the actual donation of the “half-shekel." In his own
incomparable words:
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,INY NAN! 11797 [I¥17 ANV D779 NYID DDA MDA AT 7D 0y ,DA™7pY IR XY N TN 1Y
A0 7pw 7027 ApiIvY? 1T ann DLLYTINN NN DMV 17RO DY NYAD TR NI INY'Y an

Even though the Beis HaMikdash had been destroyed, as a result of transgressions, and
Bnei Yisroel, at that time, did not actually collect their Shekolim, nevertheless, the
recitation of the passage pertaining to the Shekolim, was accepted mercifully as a
substitute by the Holy One, Blessed is He; it was considered as if they had actually
donated and collected Shekolim in the Beis HaMikdash—which provided them with
salvation, negating Haman's Shekolim.

We must endeavor to explain: (a) why did the merit of the mitzvah of “machatzis
hashekel” specifically save Yisroel from the wicked Haman's Shekolim? (b) why does the
Mishnah state that on the first of Adar, they made the announcement concerning the "
Shekolim"--"n™pwn 7y 'v'wn 1 T82 TRXKA" ? Clearly, the mitzvah dictates only the donation
of a “half-shekel”; shouldn't the Mishnah have stated that they made the announcement
concerning the “half-shekel” rather than the * Shekolim"?

In fact, this very same question can be asked concerning the phraseology employed by the
poet in the yotzros (krovos) which some insert during Mussaf on Shabbos Shekolim: X"
"NWII |12 N1 KWK 17w1 KW ITR 'Y 119—The light of your countenance upon us, O
Master, raise up, and the shekel allow me to donate in the Temple, established and
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exalted! Why does it say: and the shekel allows me to donate in the Temple? After all, the
mitzvah is to give only a “half-shekel"—regardless of one's financial status.

A Fiery Coin from beneath the Throne of Glory

When discussing the mitzvah of "machatzis hashekel,” it is impossible to ignore the
association between this mitzvah and the sin of the "egel.” As the Talmud Yerushalmi
explains ( Shekolim 9:): mi¥nn nN' Drrn N'¥nnNa IXLVNY 97 ...0TIPOA Y MaWWA D DN At
"9pwn—since they sinned at the halfway point of the day, they must make amends by
donating a “half-shekel.” Similarly, the Midrash Tanchuma teaches (Ki Tisa 10): n'xnn"
"77WUN N'YNN DN' DI'D '¥N2 NIYY W1 IXONY 7Y 7pwn—they are commanded to give a “half-
shekel," because they sinned during the six hours of the latter half of the day.

The simple, straightforward way to understand the connection between the “machatzis
hashekel” and atonement for the sin of the “egel,” is based on the well-known fact that the
purpose of the Mishkan was as a dwelling place for the Shechinah in the aftermath of the
sin of the "egel.” As explained in the Midrash Rabbah on our parsha (S.R. 51,8): *mjpo n'1x"
nywa 78wt n"apn anx ,7ayn anT 7Y 1931 pYUnn AnT NI ,n"agn NN - DITYR pYn pyna
AR "IN ,D0Y7 AXNN X AR LPYND DNYYY 1'WOY LR 27X 'K DNOYOA 7ayn NN DN'WYY
"pwna *mipo—let the gold of the Mishkan come and atone for the gold of the “egel.”
HKB"H said to Yisroel: when you made the “egel,” you angered me using the word “eileh”
(7% 77k n'7R); now that you built the Mishkan, I will forgive you by means of the word
“eileh” (]pwnn mpo n7x).

When Yisroel sinned with the “egel,” they said to Aharon (Shemos 32,1): n'ax 17 nwy nip"
"n1o? N Ywx—Rise up, make for us gods who will go before us. This request
represented an act of heresy, denying HKB"H's supervision of our activities in this world.
The remedy for this act of heresy came in the form of: "nama mnwi wTpn 7 1wYI"—They
shall make me a Sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them. Building the Mishkan was
intended to ingrain and reinforce the idea of Hashem's presence and supervision in this
world in the hearts and minds of Yisroel.

Now, as we have learned from Rashi, Yisroel's donations of the "machatzis hashekel” at the
time of the first census—before the Mishkan was built—were used to make the sockets
for the Mishkan. The donations of the "machatzis hashekel” at the time of the second
census—after the Mishkan was built—were used to purchase the communal offerings
sacrificed in the Mishkan. It is clear now why the "half-shekel” served as an atonement for
the sin of the “egel.” The very purpose of the Mishkan was as an atonement for the heresy
inherent in the sin of the "egel.” So, by supplying the sockets which supported the Mishkan
and the communal offerings sacrificed in the Mishkan, the “half-shekel” donations were an
integral part of this atonement.



Shvilei Pinches
Shabbos Shekolim

In any event, we must still endeavor to explain why HKB"H commanded Yisroel to only bring
a mere “half-shekel,” rather than a whole shekel or some larger amount. Furthermore, we
must also explain why the commandment of the “"machatzis hashekel” puzzled Moshe
Rabeinu and was difficult for him to comprehend (see Rashi, Shemos 30,13). The Midrash
states (S.R. 12,3): 17 axn1 TI2d0 X0d NNNN WX 7w yaun |'nd a"apa Y01 ,1'kn 21 X, ant art
"nn' am ,nn' a7t ,nwn'7—this is what they shall give, Rabbi Meir said, HKB"H took a form of
a fiery coin from beneath the Throne of Glory and showed it to Moshe, and said that they
should give a coin like this.

This too requires explanation: (1) What about the "machatzis hashekel” was difficult for
Moshe to comprehend? HKB"H had already given him precise details with regards to the
amount of the “"machatzis hashekel”: "#pwn n1a nwy"—the amount was based on a whole
shekel being equal fo twenty geirah; thus, a “*half-shekel” was equal to ten geirah. (2) Why
was it necessary for HKB"H to show Moshe a fiery coin from beneath the Throne of
Glory—is there any lack of “half-shekel” coins in this world?

The Numerical Value of the Word 7"7w in the w"an"x System
Equals the Numerical Value of the Name a"n

Let us begin our journey of enlightenment with an important concept concerning the
“machatzis hashekel” found in the wonderful teachings of one of the Arizal's pupils, the
divine kabbalist Rabbi Mordechai HaKohen of Tzfas, in his sefer Sifsei Kohen (Ki Siso). He
reveals that HKB"H commanded us to bring a “half-shekel” to make amends for the
absence of half of the holy name “"Havaya" during the periods of exile. Concerning this
matter, the Gemorah states (Eiruvin 18:): 'nwa wnnw'w n71¥y% I'T wTMn N2 2nw oim”
"a" 270N nnwaa ' (17 0'7nn) MmN nimiIk — Since the day that the Beis HaMikdosh
was destroyed, the world can suffice using two letters from the name of G-d; as the
verse states: Let all souls praise n"', Hallelukah.

Utilizing the w"a n"x system [where letters of the aleph-beis starting from aleph are
exchanged with a corresponding letter starting from the end of the aleph-beis, from tov,
in reverse order; e.g. aleph is replaced by fov, beis by shin, gimel by reish, and so on], the
word “shekel,” 7"pw, is transformed into T'2>—which has the same numerical equivalent as
the name “Havaya,” fwenty-six. Consequently, a “half-shekel” represents a half of
Hashem's name—the half that is absent during times of exile. In his own sacred words:

071y7 I'T UTPND N1 2NY DM (0Y) TN [[2 '] 0 e md L 1" xonia w'a n'aa et
Q1Y 'RY INKRN XD TVYIR [ 0] 2 nandt "t 770N anvaa 1D XY  NFNIR "My YnnuYy
NXOj7'¥ 'IXY |'X 20N KIDY INKRNALLDYUNA IR X' D TIDI1 (T7 N Nimy) "Ny L, eTpna N RINY X'

.N' D71y 7y X728 Dwn
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X "2IX] O D7V KINY LR D71 7Y X' Dw L 0tpR D RN Y 2020 0" T ak] 2T MY D
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He teaches us that the world is not complete without the Beis HaMikdosh, and it is only
appropriate for the Glory of Hashem to apply to a complete, entire world. Thus, since the
Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, the world must suffice with only two letters of the holy
name—as taught in the Gemorah in Eiruvin. For this reason, Hashem's holy name is not
pronounced as it is written. Furthermore, in anticipation of the sin of the “egel,” Yisroel
were commanded to donate a "machatzis hashekel.”

We can interpret this association with the sin of the “egel,” based on the Gemorah (Eiruvin
54):

,IRYU™M 2NN NNDNWA X7 NRIYRIA NN NAnwa X7 "mYx ,nini7a 2y nnn (10 27 nimy) 2T '’n”
[N XY DNN ' IR DNN XY, [N NOYIY I DNIR 7D 'R ,NKR AV 12 KRN

We are taught that had the first luchos not been broken, Yisroel would never have
forgotten the lessons of the Torah; additionally, no people or nation would have had the
power to rule over Yisroel.

It is apparent, therefore, that if not for the sin of the “egel,” the Beis HaMikdash would
not have been destroyed and, as a result, the holy name of Hashem would fill the world in
its entirety. Unfortunately, the sin of the “egel” led fo the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdash and to the exile of Yisroel among the nations of the world. As a consequence,
Hashem's name is not present in its entirety and the world must suffice with the fwo
letters a". This is the rationale behind the mitzvah of "machatzis hashekel”; it serves to
atone for the fact that the world makes due and only utilizes half of the name "Havaya."

The "Half-Shekel” Corresponds to the Letters n"i

Based on this incredible insight of the Sifsei Kohen, we are led to wonder which half of
the holy name the “"machatzis hashekel” corresponds to. If it corresponds to the letters
n"1i—the first half of the name "Havaya“—then when donating the “half-shekel,” one should
have in mind to atone for Yisroel's culpability in the destruction of the Beis HaMikdash,
resulting in the reality that the world must currently make do with the name a"'. On the
other hand, if it corresponds to the letters n"I—the second half of the name “"Havaya"—
then one should have in mind to complete the letters of the holy name which are missing
during times of exile.

We can resolve this inquiry by examining the language of the verse: annn 7pwn n'xnn"
"'n7—half of the shekel as a portion to Hashem. This language suggests that the “half-
shekel” donation is designed to complete Hashem's name, "Havaya.” This would lead us to

6
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conclude that Yisroel were commanded to bring the “half-shekel” with regards to the
letters n"1—the latter half of the name “Havaya“"—and, by so doing, to restore the holy
name to its full four-letter glory. A nice allusion to this interpretation can be found in the
very word n"nnn—whose letters can be rearranged to form the words a"1 pan, meaning a
donation of the letters n"I. In other words, in the process of donating the “machatzis
hashekel," Yisroel effectively donated the letters n"1 to complete the four letters of the
name “Havaya.” Thus, the possuk states: "'a7 aninn Ypwn nixnn"- - half of the shekel as
a portion to Hashem.

Following this line of reasoning, let us tackle the issue of why HKB“H chose the "machatzis
hashekel,” specifically, as a vehicle to atone for the sin of the “egel.” First, though, let us
address the statement of Chazal's quoted above: wnnw'w n'y? I'T wTpnn N 217nwW DM
" 970N anwan ' mxaw NIk 'mwa-- Since the day that the Beis HaMikdash was
destroyed, the world can suffice using two letters from the name of 6-d: as the
verse states: Let all souls praise n", Hallelukah. Why did the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdash result in the absence of the two letters n"i from the holy name?

We can suggest a reasonable explanation based on the passage depicting the battle with
Amalek (Shemos 17,16): "1 1 p'mya 'n? nann'm 2™ 0> 72y T 1x1"—and he said: “For
there is a hand on the throne of 6-d: Hashem maintains a war against Amalek, from
generation to generation.” Rashi comments: Ty D7w IXOD 'NI DU MW |'R¥U a"apn yaen"
"'my " mvy ann'w—HKB"H swore that His Name is not whole nor is His Throne whole
until the name of Amalek is eradicated. So long as Amalek exists, the two letters a"1 will
be missing from the name “"Havaya” and only the letters a" will remain.

An amazing explanation for this phenomenon is provided by the Yismach Moshe (Beshalach)
based on a teaching in the Tikunei Zohar (Introduction 9:). There we learn that the name
"Havaya" is derived from the first letters of the possuk (Tehillim 96,11): 2an'i pw'n INnw"
YWX'n—The heavens will be glad and the earth will rejoice. In the heavens, HKB"H's
greatness is always evident, even during periods when His Countenance is concealed and we
are in exile down below. As a result, the condition of nmw'n Innw''—The heavens will be
glad--exists even during periods of exile.

Down below on earth, however, His Glory and Sovereignty are only revealed during periods
of redemption; only then is the condition of yax'n "an'i--and the earth will rejoice--in
effect. During periods of exile, when His Countenance is concealed, the joy is absent down
on earth. Therefore, so long as Amalek exists—causing His Countenance to be concealed
down below—His Name is not complete—the letters n"1, which stand for yax'n 2an't are
missing. Here is the actual text of the Yismach Moshe:
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T'NN AN DY AL YIR'D 7an" ome'h iInne"' anm atn D ,ownn o'wvav a"l Yy wine iy
NINNA YIRA 7an1 TX,'D T2 2A'7an'y TTYY TV owan 07w a"arni,nya nonn yaNa 7ax,im'ima
Jmynmna

"They Shall Make Me a Sanctuary
So that I May Dwell Among Them”

Now, the purpose of building a Beis HaMikdash is so that the Shechinah may dwell down
below on earth, in keeping with the possuk (Shemos 25,8): "noma m»wi wTpn 7 1WYI"- -
They shall make me a Sanctuary, so that I may dwell among them. So we find that
building the Beis HaMikdash also serves the function of restoring the two letters a"i to
the holy name. For, if the Shechinah is revealed down below, there is no concealment of
His Countenance and the condition of yax'n%an'i is fulfilled.

This allows us to understand why HKB"H commanded Yisroel to bring the “machatzis
hashekel.” When they were counted prior to the construction of the Mishkan, the “half-
shekel” donations were used to make the sockets supporting the Mishkan. When they were
counted a second time, after the construction of the Mishkan, the “half-shekel” donations
were used fo purchase communal offerings. Both the building of the Sanctuary and the
offering of the sacrifices served the function of revealing the Glory of Hashem down on
earth. This is suggested by the possuk (Vayikra 1,2): "'a% [22p non 2 > nTX"—When a
man among you brings an offering to Hashem. The possuk deliberately states “to
Hashem,” suggesting that the offering performs the function of completing the four
letters of the holy name—thus fulfilling the condition of yax'a 2an'i pmw'n iInnw''—The
heavens will be glad and the earth will rejoice.

It is for this very same reason that Yisroel were commanded to make the sockets for the
Mishkan. They were the foundation upon which all the planks of the Mishkan stood. Now,
the “half-shekel” donations brought by every member of Yisroel, alluded to the two letters
n"I which make up the latter half of the holy name, which represent the condition of “an'i
YWX'n. So, it was in the merit of these donations that they were able to make the sockets
which supported the Mishkan, allowing HKBH's Divine Presence to dwell on earth and to
fulfill the condition of yax'n'72an'i.

The meaning of Chazal's statement should now be much clearer to us: wTpna na 1w nirm”
"arY%an anwin D XYy NIMmIN mya wnnw'w 07y 111, Due to the destruction of the Beis
HaMikdash the Shechinah vanished from the earth; consequently, the world had to suffice
with the two letters of the holy name n"'—expressing the condition of nmw'a iInnw".
Unfortunately, the two letters n"iI remained absent during the times of exile, since the
condition of yax'n 7an't remained unfulfilled.
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“A Sort of Coin of Fire”
an Indication of the Two Letters n™

Now, we have also achieved a better understanding of the Tanna Rabbi Meir's statement
concerning Moshe Rabeinu's perplexity concerning the "machatzis hashekel”: > a"apn 701"
"IN’ AT ,1N' AT ,AWNY 17 AXINI TN X0d NNNn WX 7w yavn—HKB"H took out a sort of coin
of fire from beneath the Throne of Glory and showed it to Moshe, indicating that Yisroel
should give a coin like this. Apparently, Moshe Rabeinu was bewildered by the fact that
HKB"H only commanded Yisroel to bring a “half-shekel” which only corresponded to half of
the holy name. In his opinion, it seemed more appropriate that they bring a whole shekel,
corresponding fo the holy name complete with all four letters. As mentioned above, the
word ¥"pw in the w"a n"x system fransforms into the word T"2> which has the same
numerical value as the name "Havaya."

In order to dispel Moshe's confusion HKB"H took out a sort of coin of fire from beneath
the Throne of Glory. This was meant fo indicate o Moshe that in the heavens above, the
condition of n'nw'n Innw", alluded to by the two letters a™, is a constant—the heavens
above are always glad, since His Glory is always evident. "nn' at>,nn' a7 ,nwn 17 nxn1"—he
showed Moshe this fiery coin and told him that Yisroel should give a coin like this. In other
words, just as in heaven the half name representing nmw'n innw", the n", is complete, so,
too, down below the half name n"I, representing the condition of yax'n 7an'i must also be
complete. Therefore, Yisroel only need to bring a “half-shekel” corresponding to the
letters "I, since the other half of the name, the a", is always complete, even during
periods of exile and when Hashem's Presence is not apparent down on earth.

This also explains why the "machatzis hashekel” was an atonement for the sin of the "egel.”
As pointed out, when Yisroel sinned, they said to Aharon (Shemos 32,1): n'a'x 7 nwy nip"
"n1o47 7' "wx—Rise up, make for us gods who will go before us. This represented
outright heresy, denying HKB“H's management and supervision of this world. Hence, this
constituted serious damage to the letters n"1, representing the condition of yax'n 7an'i—
since in the aftermath of the sin of the “egel,” this condition was absent on earth.

As a consequence, HKB"H commanded VYisroel to bring a “machatzis hashekel”
corresponding to the latter half of the holy name, the two letters n"1, in order to restore
all four letters of the name to their original completeness and to restore the joy on earth
that is associated with the revelation of His Heavenly Glory even down on earth. As
mentioned, the donations of the “half-shekel” were used to make the sockets for the
Mishkan, which also serve as atonement for the sin of the “"egel.” For, the purpose of the
Mishkan was so that HKB"H would dwell among us—thus, revealing His Sovereignty also on
earth.
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We can now return to the poetic words which some insert in the Mussaf of Shabbos
Shekolim with a wonderful interpretation: "xwai |121 N2 XWX 77W1 XY [ITX 7Y 1129 X" - -
The light of your countenance upon us, O Master, raise up, and the shekel allow me
to donate in the Temple, established and exalted! We pray that HKB"H will illuminate us
with His Countenance even on earth, in this world, which will allow us to donate a whole
shekel in the third Beis HaMikdosh. For, at that time, the Glory of Hashem will be
apparent both in the heavens above and on the earth below; as a result, the two halves of
the name “"Havaya" will join together to complete the four letter name alluded to by the
possuk: .yax'n 7an'i p'mv'n iInny"

Haman's Goal Was to Leave Yisroel
with Only Half of the Holy Name

In this manner, we can begin o comprehend the degree of Haman's wickedness and the evil
he wished to perpetrate against Yisroel by collecting his Shekolim. Tosafos write (Megillah
16.): INx'wD QX NINN WY 'Y YNWTM TRN DY Y9 XN P71y 90D 10D 197N MwyY myny”
"D1rT9 715 WwNIWNXY [n'w i ,onxnn—Haman's Shekolim were calculated o equal precisely
one half shekel for each of the six hundred thousand Yisroel that left Egypt; he was
offering Achashverosh precisely this amount in exchange for the lives of all of the Jews.

Now we know that Haman descended from Amalek, about whom we read: n' 0> 2y T D"
"'mya 'n7 nnn'm—"For there is a hand on the throne of 6-d: Hashem maintains a war
against Amalek, from generation to generation.” This possuk indicates that so long as
Amalek continue to exist, the name of Hashem will not be whole. With this in mind, Haman
offered to give Achashverosh precisely one half-shekel for every member of Yisroel. His
evil intent was to give a half-shekel corresponding only to the first two letters of the holy
name, suggesting that Yisroel were not worthy to use anything but the half of the name
represented by the two letters n":; at the same time, he wished to prevent Yisroel from
making the holy name whole once again. Achashverosh responded to this offer by saying
(Esther 3,11): "y1wa 210> 12 niwy? oyt |7 M qoda"—"The silver is given to you, the
people also, to do with as you see fit.” So, we see that Achashverosh also did not want
the name to be whole with all four of its letters.

This sheds light on the meaning of the following passage in the Megillah (Esther 5,3):
"7 [N N7AN YN TY YNYRA ANl 22700 Mok 17 an 1'ma a7 11" —The king said to her,
"What do you wish Queen Esther? And what do you request? Until half the kingdom,
it shall be granted to you.” The Gemorah expounds on this possuk (Megillah 15:): xn"
"UTmn N1 N2 1 RNl NRYY yXInY 12T X71,nR'Ma D X' np'ma—half the kingdom but
not the entire kingdom, nor the thing that divides the kingdom. And what was that? The
building of the Beis HaMikdash. At first glance, one might wonder—where do our blessed
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sages find an allusion in the words "ni'ma 'xn Tw"—until half the kingdom—to the fact
that Achashverosh opposed the building of the Beis HaMikdash?

Based on what we have learned, we can explain the matter by referring to the writings of
the great Rabbi from Shinaveh, zy“a, in the Divrei Yechezkel (Purim). He explains that
when Achashverosh said to Esther: "ni'ma '¥xn Tv"—until half the kingdom—he was
indicating that his wish was that the holy name of four letters remain incomplete, that it
remain with only the two lefters a". In this light, our blessed sages were able to deduce
that Achashverosh opposed the construction of the Beis HaMikdash. After all, the Beis
HaMikdash is the place where the holy name is used and pronounced in its full, four-letter
form; in the absence of the Beis HaMikdash, the world suffices with the two letters n".

Thus, we can interpret Reish Lakish's statement as follows: nr1 1xw m 197 yrr 112"
"W 7Y 07w 1w ma Tyw ,0'a: it was clearly known to He who spoke, and the world
came into being, that Haman was destined to weigh out Shekolim for the purpose of
destroying the Jews—for, he only wanted them to be able fo make use of half of the holy
name, the letters n"'. "n'pwn 7y 'vmwn TR TN ANT 21, [P DrTpn 197" --
therefore, He caused the Jews to precede their Shekolim to his Shekolim. In other words,
this is the rationale behind the mitzvah of "machatzis hashekel." Yisroel were commanded
to bring a “half-shekel” corresponding to the second half of the holy name, the two letters
n"I. By fulfilling this command, they made the holy name whole, once again, they negated
the force of Haman's Shekolim and were able to undermine Haman's evil plan.

This, then, is the meaning of the verse (Esther 5,4): "a10 7nn 7y ox Anox Mxni"—Esther
said, “If it please the king”"—she is referring to the King of Kings, HKB"H. She continues:
nI'n ma't Ym'n xia—let the king and Haman come today. The Arizal points out (Pri Etz
Chaim, Shaar HaPurim) that the first letters of these four words uttered by Esther spell
out the name “Havaya." We now understand that Esther was praying to HKB"H that he
annul Haman's decree—designed to prevent the holy name from being whole—and, instead,
that He permit the Jews to complete the four letters of the holy name corresponding to
the possuk: yw'n "an'l nmw'n Innw"—The heavens will be glad and the earth will
rejoice.
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